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Re:  Imminent Execution of Tayyeb Karimi and Yazdan (surname not known) /
        Imminent Flogging of four other men (unnamed)

Your Excellency,

Tayyeb Karimi and Yazdan were convicted of abduction, rape and theft and sentenced to death by a judge in Shiraz, Fars province, in May 2007. The judge ordered that they be “thrown from a height” or “cliff” (partab az bolandi). Four other men have been sentenced to 100 lashes each for their involvement in the same crimes.

On 2 January 2008, the national daily newspaper Qods reported that the death sentences of the two men had been confirmed by the Supreme Court, and sent for implementation, and that the four other men had been convicted by Branch 2 of the Fars Criminal Court to 100 lashes each, in connection with the same case.

Both sentences have been condemned by the Centre for Human Rights Defenders, based in Tehran, whose members include Nobel laureate Shirin Ebadi.

Amnesty International acknowledges the right and responsibility of governments to bring to justice those suspected of criminal offences. However, we are unconditionally opposed to the use of the death penalty and the use of flogging and other judicial corporal punishments which constitute torture or other cruel and degrading treatment.

Therefore we call on you to abide by the moratorium on the implementation of the death penalty called for by the United Nations General Assembly in December 2007 and to commute immediately the death sentences passed on Tayyeb Karimi and Yazdan.

Likewise, we call on you to commute the flogging sentences imposed on the other four men involved.

Yours truly
