District Prosecution Office of Pécs
Dr. Istvan Takéacs

Chief Prosecutor

7621 Pécs, Jokai utca 26

UNGARN

Sehr geehrter Herr Generalstaatsanwalt,

gegen den Menschenrechtsverteidiger Géza Buzas-Habel ist am 9. Februar 2026 Anklage
erhoben worden, weil er eine friedliche Pride Parade flr die Rechte von lesbischen,
schwulen, bisexuellen, trans und intergeschlechtlichen Menschen (LGBTI+) organisiert
hatte. Die Pécs Pride 2025 fand am 4. Oktober 2025 trotz des von den Behdérden im
Rahmen des ungarischen Anti-Pride-Gesetzes erlassenen Verbots statt. Im Falle einer
Verurteilung droht Géza Buzés-Habel eine Freiheitsstrafe von bis zu einem Jahr.

Die strafrechtliche Verfolgung von Géza Buzés-Habel stellt eine Verletzung seiner Rechte
auf friedliche Versammlung und freie Meinungsauf3erung dar. Ich bitte Sie eindringlich, die
Anklage unverzuglich fallen zu lassen und das Verfahren gegen Géza Buzés-Habel
einzustellen, da er nicht allein wegen der Ausiibung seiner Menschenrechte strafrechtlich
verfolgt werden darf.

Mit freundlichen Griuf3en
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Dear Chief Prosecutor,

| am writing to express deep concern regarding the criminal charges formally filed against
human rights defender Géza Buzas-Habel for organising the Pécs Pride march that took
place on 4 October 2025. Instead of concluding that organising a Pride event should not
constitute a criminal offence and closing the case against Géza Buzas-Habel, your office
turned to the Pécs District Court seeking criminal proceedings against him. If the case
goes to trial and Géza Buzas-Habel is found guilty and convicted, he could face up to one
year in prison.

The police decision on the Pécs Pride, effectively declaring it 'a banned assembly’ in
September 2025, was arbitrary and discriminatory, based solely on the 'anti-Pride’ law
which became effective in April 2025. This ban and the legislation itself have been widely
criticized by regional and international organisations as regressive, discriminatory and to
be in violation of human rights standards. The organisation of a peaceful assembly
advocating for equality, human rights, and remembrance, such as Pécs Pride, is protected
conduct under the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, freedom of expression and non-
discrimination, as enshrined in regional and international standards to which Hungary is
bound.

The international community is closely following Géza Buzéas-Habel's situation and the
recent criminal charges brought against him, which represents an alarming escalation in
the criminalization of LGBTI expression and peaceful assembly in Hungary.

Organising a Pride march is an act of courage, solidarity, and hope. You have the authority
to reaffirm that peaceful assembly must be protected.

Prosecuting Géza Buzas-Habel constitutes a violation of his rights, including to freedom of
peaceful assembly and expression. | urge you to immediately drop the charges and
terminate the proceedings against Géza Buzas-Habel as he should not be prosecuted
simply for exercising his human rights.

Yours sincerely,


https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/04/hungary-global-fight-back-begins-as-anti-pride-law-comes-into-effect/
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